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for themselves whether or no they should have slavery. A
rehearsal of the Civil War took place, it being signalized by
the sack of Lawrence by ''border ruffians"; and the battle
of Osawatomie, in which abolitionists, led by John Brown,
committed a number of murders. In 1857 James Buchanan,
an irresolute Democrat, became President and in the same
year the Supreme Court delivered the Dred Scott decision.
This declared that according to the Constitution of the
United States neither negro slaves nor their descendants
whether slaves or free were eligible for citizenship. The
Missouri Compromise was also declared unconstitutional.
In the meanwhile the sudden influx of gold had had its
normal results in the North and terrible commercial dis-
organization and distress stalked abroad throughout the
country.
Public business had come almost to a standstill. Days on
end were taken up in both Houses of the legislature by the
howlings of imprecations from one side of the chambers
to the other, and the imprecations ended inevitably in
assaults. The South was enraged to breaking-point by the
murders at Osawotamie and the fact that Texas and
Nebraska had finally gone abolitionist—the territories being
in neither case in any way suited to slave labour. The North
was reduced to despair and to threats of secession by the
unceasing series of commercial failures and by the results
of the Dred Scott case. A secession convention was called
in Worcester, Mass., but was unable to meet,, the State being
unable to find funds for the expenses. In Canada John
Brown held a convention of two and propounded a "Pro-
visional Constitution and Ordinance for the People of the
United States," William Lloyd Garrison in the Liberator
called incessantly either for secession or the abolition of
the Constitution, Of what good, he cried, is it to live
under a Constitution when the Constitution itself makes you
slaves to insupportable laws? As against that the leading
statesmen of the South were shouting that they would not
be the slaves of laws that should take their slaves from them.
In the meanwhile, beneath the surface smouldered the
bitterness engendered by "nullification." The business men

